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by Ben Cobb Downtown Portland is alive with the sound of hammers, pecking away at countless new
constructions, all the while under the gaze of their owners, and soon to be owners. I’m a British guy
living in London at the moment, but as the wife and I have settled into our new urban life, we have
come to love the Park Blocks as one of our favourite hangouts. You can find us on the Leavenworth
Street side most evenings, sitting and watching life go by, talking with friends and playing with the
kids. Some evenings the park is the setting for a good Indian meal (particularly if it is curry
weather!). On other evenings, we take a stroll into St. Johns for a beer, or down to some of the bars
along the river. It’s a great place to be, and now it will be even better for the vast majority of the
citizens of Portland. Sorensen Developments has bought the whole block between St. John’s and
Duniway and wants to build 500 condominiums. These properties, along with some others in the
neighborhood, will be a part of the city’s Fairview neighborhood which will go a long way to
revitalizing the area and bringing more residents, and visitors, to one of the best parts of Portland.
This is a rare instance of a government giving power to private citizens in
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